
WELCOME 
In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome to one and all! We pray that here at Grace you will 
find the warmth of Christian hospitality, the abiding truth of God's Word and the quiet assur-
ance of peace in Christ. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. Come worship with us 
again! 
 
TODAY’S FOCUS:  
We continue our study of the letter to the Colossians.  Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to help us 
understand what it mean to be rooted and built up in the Christian faith and overflowing 
with thankfulness.     
 

Large Print bulletin binders are available - please see an usher. 
Listening Assistance Aids are available -  please see an usher. 
 
FOR VISITORS 
 

Cell Phones: Out of respect for our Lord and fellow worshipers, please silence your cell 
phone. 
 
Restrooms: The main restrooms are located to your right as you leave worship.   
 
Information:  We have information tables in our greeting area. Our library is on your left.  
A Parent’s Room is behind the library for those times parents may need to help their chil-
dren. Audio/video of the service is available in our greeting area and Parent’s Room.   

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD (page 38) 
  
GREETING 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
Small children are invited to come forward to hear a message prepared for them. 
 
HYMN #478: “With the Lord Begin Your Task”                                                                           
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
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HURRICANE FLORENCE DISASTER RESPONSE  
 

Dollar for Dollar MATCH by Thrivent for personal donations   
 

You DO NOT need to be a Thrivent member to get this match! 
 

Hurricane Florence plagued the southeastern Atlantic seaboard for days - 
first as a hurricane, then as a tropical storm and eventually as a tropical de-
pression. Coastal cities became scenes of daring rescues and waterways 
swelled, testing dams and menacing towns with floodwaters that had no 
place to go but up. As a membership organization of Christians, Thrivent 
knows many people want to support those who are recovering from the hurri-
cane. And they are making it easy for YOU to make a monetary donation and 
have your donation matched dollar for dollar.  

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A THRIVENT MEMBER  
TO GET THIS MATCH FOR YOUR DONATION.  

 
 

Donations must be made online at www.Thrivent.com and can come out of 
your checking account or put on a credit card. To make your donation and 
get this match, follow these steps: 
¶ In the search box, type in “Disaster Response”   

¶ Scroll down to “Hurricane Florence”  

¶ Click on the (+) on the right to see more info & links for the organizations 

to donate through - WELS Christian Aid & Relief is one of these. 

¶ Click on that link and complete the required fields with your information.   
 

Thrivent will even pay all processing fees to ensure that 100% of your dona-
tion goes directly to help those in need. 

If you need assistance processing this online donation, Ann Hornes 
will be happy to assist you. She is in the office on Tuesday mornings 
and Wed & Thu from 8-5.  Just call Ann at 682-7377 to set up a time to 
come into the office for assistance. You will need to bring your checkbook or 
credit card with you. 
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Grace Ev. Lutheran Church                     Rev. Tom Pankow 
2426 North Rapids Road      Robert Fink, Staff Minister 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220     www.graceLutheran-church.com 
Office Phone  682-7377                       gracelutheran@tm.net 

   
Worship Services Sundays 8:00 & 10:45am, Mondays 6:30pm 

Grace 

18th Sunday after Pentecost   
September 23 & 24, 2018  

Today’s Message:  Colossians 2:6-15  
 

Continue to Live In Christ! 
 
Introduction:   
How do gardening and personal health both offer good illustrations for the 
faith life of a Christian?    
 
1. Rooted and Built Up 
 
In Bible times and today a dangerous false teaching is the message that you 
need ____________  than faith in Jesus Christ to be saved from hell and for 
heaven.    
 
In Bible times.....  
 
 
Today ...... 
 
 
The Holy Spirit’s response - Continue to live in Christ  _________________! 
 
_______________ up in Christ.   
 
_______________  as you were _________________.   
 
 
2.  Overflowing with Thankfulness!   
 
What leads you to “bubble over”?   
 
 
Are there deeper gospel reasons for you to overflow with thanks?   
 
 
What do you need to move from “thanksgiving” to “thanks-living”?   
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
OH, TASTE AND SEE  (continues on next page) 
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Red Cross Blood Drive - Grace will host another blood drive in 
the fellowship hall on Monday, October 8th from 2:00-6:00pm. 
We are looking for volunteers to sit at the registration table as 
donors come in for their appointments.  Can you help for a few 
hours?  If so, please call Bob Fink at 684-0467. There is also a 
sign up sheet for anyone that would like to sign up for an ap-
pointment to donate blood. 

 
 
MLHS National Honor Society is hosting a Basket-
ball Skills Camp for kids in Kindergarten - 4th 
Grade, on Sunday, October 14th from 1:00 - 
3:00pm. This is being offered at 4 different schools 
(see poster on bulletin board for various locations) 
and the cost is $10 per child.  Registration online be-
fore October 10th at www.mlhsancers.org/
eventregistration. 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE:  Our Grace “Fall Festival” 
will be held on Saturday, October 20 from 
9:30 - 11:00am. If you would like to help out at 
this event, please contact Bob Fink at  684-
0467 or Heidi Malley in the office at 682-7377. 
There will be games, crafts, treats & fun, fun, 
fun!!!  Watch for more details to be shared 
soon. 

 
 

MLHS Fall Showcase & Concert- Sunday, Octo-
ber 21st:  This annual event is one that you will not 
want to miss. Come to MLHS at 2:00pm and partake 
in some pie, torte, ice cream and our popular silent 
auction. Then at 4:00pm sit back and enjoy their Fall 
Concert featuring the Freshman Choir, Cantate 
Choir, Concert Choir, Lancer Singers, Symphonic 
Band and both a Jazz & Percussion Ensemble. We 
hope to see you there! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing 

idle. Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BE SEATED 
 
FIRST LESSON: Deuteronomy 30:11-18  

11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 

2 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and 
proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, 
“Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the word is 
very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 

15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.16 For I command 
you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his com-
mands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless 
you in the land you are entering to possess. 

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to 
bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly 
be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm #31 (pg 77)  
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NEW Bible Study Series for Men and for Women: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This coming Saturday, September 29 from 8:00 - 9:15am we begin a new  
Menôs Breakfast Bible Study Series ñWhoever Has the Most Toys, Still Dies.ò  
All the Stuff we have - is it Really important? Toys are things that fill our lives. Most 
guys are pros in the fine art of stockpiling. Whether it’s cycles or medals, our ‘stuff’ 
isn’t going with us when we finally “pack it up” on our last day - so getting our pri-
orities right according to God’s Word is good for us and our families. ALL Men are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. The frequency of future dates & times will be 
discussed & determined this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR WOMEN - starting next week Tuesday evening, October 2 from 6:30 - 
7:45pm we start our Womenôs Bible Study ñOur Bible Sistersò. We will meet 
every other Tuesday 6:30 - 7:45pm, through Nov 27 at the home of Ann Hornes 
(1404 Lee Circle). Each week, we will take a look at a different woman of the Bible, 
highlighting God’s faithfulness in her life, with applications to the lives of all Chris-
tian women today. Due to a great response, this class has been filled. Watch for 
future Women’s Bible Studies to be offered early next year. 
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BE SEATED 
 

HYMN #486: “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  (verses 1-4) 
 
TODAY’S MESSAGE: (based on Colossians 2) 
 

“Continue to Live in Christ!” 
STAND 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. 
 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

OFFERING - During this time we ask all worshipers to sign the Friendship Register. 
Moved by Godôs love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, out of thanks to him. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Lord, God our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 

day after day.   
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.   
 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.   

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.   

 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger, sudden catas-
trophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, 
sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.   

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed  
and comfort all who are old and infirm.   

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our govern-
ment and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and use-
ful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security and well being.   

C:  Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

  
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear 
us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 
offerings, an use them to your glory.   

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in  
your sight. Amen.   

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
BE SEATED 
 
HYMN #426: “Yours Forever, God of Love”                                                            
 
STAND 
 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 

Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strength-
ened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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SECOND LESSON: Colossians 2:6-15  
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 

7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philoso-
phy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this 
world rather than on Christ. 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have 
been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you 
were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole 
self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in 
the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

13 
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,14 having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it 
to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spec-
tacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY:  Colossians 2:6-7 (spoken by all) 
Alleluia.  6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  Alleluia.  
 
STAND 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 9:33-37 

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had ar-
gued about who was the greatest. 

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must 
be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he 
said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 
 
 
 
 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

BE SEATED 
 

CLOSING HYMN #486: “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  (verse 5)                      
  

Thank you to our Sunday organist, Jennifer Knutson & Monday pianist, Darci Matzke. 
 

This week - God willing  
Today:    Worship 8:00 & 10:45am  
 Sunday School, Teen Bible Class & Adult Bible Class 9:20am 
 Evening Bible Class 6:30pm 
Mon:  Pastor’s Conference in Cleveland / Worship 6:30pm  
Wed: Staff Meeting 8:30am / Pastor preaches @ Harborview 10:30am /  
 Adult Bible Class 1:30pm / Catechism Class 5:30pm /  
 Young Adults “Seekers” Bible Study @ Jen’s Java 7:00pm 
Fri:  JLOG - St. Jude Trike-A-Thon AM 
Sat: Men’s Breakfast Bible Class 8:00 - 9:15am 
Sun: Worship 8:00 & 10:45am / SS, Teen & Adult Bible Classes - all at 9:20am 
 Evening Bible Class 6:30pm 
Mon:       Worship 6:30pm 
 
Last Weekôs Attendance: Sunday 8:00 -#80, 10:45 - #61, Monday - #64 = Total - #205 

 
Our Adult Bible Class series is a study of  Paul’s Letters to Colossians”. The same 
topic is covered in all 3 classes this week.  Please join us! 
 
Sunday School & Teen Bible Classes continue this week between services. 
 
Catechism Classes will begin this week Wednesday, September 26 at 5:30pm. 
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